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THE INSTALLATION CEREMONIES AND BAN- 
QUET, KENTUCKY CHAPTER OF THE 
SOCIETY OF SIGMA XI, UNIVER- 
SITY OF KENTUCKY 

Dr. Henry B. Ward, national president of the Society of Sigma 
Xi, and Dr. Edward Ellery, dean of the faculty of Union College, 
Schenectady, New York, and national secretary of the Society, came 
to the University of Kentucky, Lexington, arriving on the morn- 
ing May 5, 1922, for the purpose of installing a chapter of Sigma 
Xi at this institution. At 2:30 the installation exercises occurred 
in the Little Theater, university grounds. Doctors Ward and 
Ellery were met there by the following faculty members of Sigma 
Xi, all having been elected to the Society while connected with 
other educational institutions as follows: Dean P. P. Boyd, Cornell 
University; Dean T. P. Cooper, University of Minnesota; Prof. H. 
H. Downing, Chicago University; Prof. Marietta Eichelberger, 
University of Chicago ; Prof. E. N. Fergus, Ohio State University ; 
Dr. W. D. Funkhouser, Cornell University ; Prof. E. S. Good, Uni- 
versity of Illinois; Prof. P. E. Karraker, University of Missouri; 
Dr. J. G. Kemp, University of Illinois; Dr. Flora LeStourgeon, 
University of Chicago; Dr. Frank T. McFarland, University of 
Wisconsin; Dr. J. S. McHargue, Cornell University; Prof. C. W. 
Mathews, Cornell University; Dr. Ralph N. Maxson, Yale Uni- 
versity; Dr. J. B. Miner, Columbia University; Dr. W. D. Valleau, 
University of Minnesota; Prof. G. H. Vansell, University of 
Kansas. 

President Ward called the meeting to order and extended the 
greetings of the Society of Sigma Xi to the group who petitioned 
for a chapter to be installed at the University of Kentucky. He 
said that Sigma Xi had been inspiring and helpful to all institutions 
of learning in which it had been placed and he hoped that the Ken- 
tucky Chapter would be inspiring and helpful to the University of 
Kentucky. Dr. Ward then called upon Dean P. P. Boyd to read 
the petition of the local members to the National Convention for 
a Kentucky chapter. President Ward then called upon Secretary 
Ellery to give the decision of the recent Convention at Toronto. 
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Dr. Ellery announced that both the Executive Committee and the 
Convention of the Society of Sigma Xi at Toronto were unanimously 
favorable to the granting of a chapter to the University of Ken- 
tucky. President Ward then announced officially that the chapter 
to be installed at Kentucky shall be known as the "Kentucky Chap- 
ter." President Ward then asked Secretary Ellery to deliver the 
charge to the Kentucky Chapter. Dr. Ellery prefaced his remarks 
by saying that the Society has meant much to the research workers 
of the United States ; that Sigma Xi had had a successful past and 
one could modestly judge of the character of its work in the future 
by what it had already done. He said that it looks now as if cer- 
tain changes were taking place in the Society which would have 
a marked influence on the organization in the future, that these 
changes would make Sigma Xi larger and of far more importance 
than is, perhaps, now realized. It was stated that in the beginning 
it was in the minds of the founders of Sigma Xi to establish an 
organization that would be to the workers in science in our colleges 
and universities what Phi Beta Kappa had been to the literary, art, 
and cultural sides of such institutions. Formerly, scholarship was 
only essential to membership but this was an early fallacy because 
the object of the Society of Sigma Xi, according to its constitutions, 
was to promote research and not essentially scholastic attainments. 
Dr. Ellery said the society has made five steps of progress as fol- 
lows: 

First — As young chapters were formed and delegates attended 
National Conventions, changes began to take place and the idea 
that qualification for membership consisted of something more than 
mere grades began to take place; that the candidate must give in 
addition to good scholarship promise of ability to do original work. 
Now a man may even be elected to Sigma Xi though he have only 
average grades if he shows ability of independent thinking and ac- 
complishment along scientific lines. 

Second — The organization now has two kinds of members, one 
known as active members and the other known as associate mem- 
bers. Only those are elected to active membership who have 
actually done an original piece of research work. The associate 
members are those who give promise of doing research work in 
the future. 

Third — Three or four years ago there was put to the Executive 
Committee the question, as to whether the constitution of the So- 
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ciety contained any clause to prevent the organization from ex- 
tending its activities beyond the borders of the United States. After 
considering the matter, the Committee concluded that this was not 
prohibitive, and to this end a chapter has been installed out of this 
country, namely, at McGill University on April 13, 1922. It is 
reasonable to suppose that in the next quarter of a century, chap- 
ters will be organized in a number of foreign universities which are 
doing a high grade of research work. 

Fourth — The fourth step in the progress of Sigma Xi was along 
the line of supporting research by the members financing fellowships. 
There are now 15,000 members of the organization and a small 
contribution from each would materially aid worthy students en- 
deavoring to extend their knowledge of science. A Sigma Xi fel- 
lowship is now being financed, the appointee doing his work at 
Columbia University. 

Fifth — A provision has been made for alumni representation on 
the National Board of officers as well as for alumni delegates at 
conventions. 

After Dr. Ellery's address, a symposium was conducted by Presi- 
dent Ward, resulting in the asking of many questions, the answers 
of which cleared up many matters not fully understood by mem- 
bers of the local chapter, especially with regard to the election and 
status of associate and active members. Dr. Ward said that ex- 
perience had shown the wisdom of having associate members for 
the reason that in years back some men were chosen to Sigma Xi 
who afterwards never were interested in scientific work; some even 
forgetting the purpose of the organization although they were wear- 
ing the Key. 

Dr. W. D. Funkhouser then read the By-laws of the Kentucky 
Chapter which, with some changes, were adopted. 

The following officers were elected : president, Dean P. P. Boyd ; 
vice-president, Dr. W. D. Funkhouser; secretary, Prof. E. S. Good; 
treasurer, Prof. E. N. Fergus. Doctor Boyd, president-elect, was 
escorted to the chair by Dr. Ward and Dr. Ellery, at which time 
he thanked these gentlemen for the gracious manner and stimulating 
thoughts expressed in the installation of the chapter. Dean Boyd 
then thanked the members for the honor bestowed upon him and 
said he would make every effort for the success of the Kentucky 
Chapter. Dr. Ward then handed Dean Boyd the charter granted 
the Kentucky Chapter by the National Convention. 
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The meeting then adjourned to a banquet held at the Phoenix 
Hotel, Lexington. Dean P. P. Boyd presided as Toastmaster. In 
addition to the members of the Kentucky Chapter, members of the 
Society of Sigma Xi connected with Transylvania University were 
present. These were Dr. A. F. Hemmingway, Dr. J. A. Gunton, 
and Associate Professor Mary Brown. Dr. J. A. Herring, a local 
physician of Lexington and a member of Sigma Xi, was also present. 
Dr. Phillip P. Blumenthal, also a local member, was out of the city. 
The guests present on the occasion were Dr. Ward, Dr. Ellery, 
Honorable R. C. Stoll, chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
University of Kentucky; Dr. Glanville Terrell, chairman of the 
Graduate School, University of Kentucky; Prof. W. S. Anderson, 
president of the Research Club, University of Kentucky; Dr. 
Thomas B. McCartney, acting president of Transylvania College, 
Lexington, Kentucky; Dr. Robert T. Hinton, Georgetown College; 
and Dr. Frank L. Rainey of Center College, Danville, Kentucky. 

President Frank L. McVey being away from the university, 
Toastmaster Boyd called on Judge R. C. Stoll to speak in behalf of 
the university. In well-chosen and happy remarks characteristic 
of Judge Stoll, he said in part that he was proud that the research 
work at "Old State" was of such a character as to merit a chapter 
of Sigma Xi, and he hoped there would be a number of men who 
would be successful in winning a Key — that, though he was a gradu- 
ate of the University of Kentucky and Yale, the only Key he ever 
possessed while in college was one to a difficult text in Algebra. 

In responding to his toast, Dr. Ward expressed his deep regret 
at the absence of President McVey saying that the University of 
Kentucky had made great strides since the incumbancy of Dr. 
McVey at its head. 

In coming to Kentucky, Dr. Ward remarked that he was always 
reminded of Audubon, who without means went into the wilder- 
ness to find his material and published his great work, Birds of 
North America. He also was reminded of Rafinesque who did 
such splendid work in botany. Both of these pioneer scientists 
spent part of their lives in Lexington. Dr. Ward then gave a brief 
history of the Society. He emphasized the need of united effort 
in the solution of some of our research problems stating that Sigma 
Xi would have a large part in bringing about such action. Dr. 
Ellery spoke on the aims of Sigma Xi and the stimulus it gives 
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young men and women to do good college work. Dr. Ellery then 
gave a highly instructive address on how to get the best results out 
of our educational system. The final toast was by Dr. McCartney 
of Transylvania University, who spoke in behalf of the colleges, 
saying they were very happy at the good fortune of the University 
of Kentucky in obtaining a chapter of Sigma Xi. 

Submitted by E. S. Good 



A. S M. E. MEMBERS OF SIGMA XI MEET AT 

LUNCHEON 

On Thursday, December 8, 1921, about fifty members of Sigma 
Xi met at luncheon in Brown's Chop House. This group was made 
up of members of the .American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
who were attending the Annual Meeting of the Society in New 
York. 

The luncheon took place after a meeting of the Research Con- 
ference of the Society which was held under the chairmanship of 
Dr. Arthur M. Greene, Jr., of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 
The afternoon session was a joint session with the Society for the 
Promotion of Engineering Education and the subject discussed was 
"Professional Engineering Education for the Industries." 

Among those present at the luncheon was Dean George B. Peg- 
ram of Columbia University; Professor Dugald C. Jackson, M. I. 
T. ; Dr. Arthur M. Greene, Jr., R. P. I. ; Professor Joseph W. Roe, 
New York University; Spencer Miller and Fred A. Halsey. 

It is planned to continue this event at succeeding Annual Meet- 
ings of the Society. 

Submitted by C. E. Davies, 
Assistant Secretary A. S. M. E. 



